
 

APSE developed a relationship with Fiji back in 2005 when the 

first Fijian (Beni) attended an APSE School in Canberra. Since 

then APSE participants have been back to Fiji for a number of 

mission outreaches. It became obvious last year that APSE was to 

conduct the first Evangelisation Training School in Fiji for 

2013.The Evangelisation Training School was held in the Lami 

Parish, which is part of the Suva Diocese. The School was huge 

success of young participants attending mainly from the Diocese 

of Suva. There were 45 participants coming from close by as well 

remote areas of the Suva region.  

There were 7 Aussie team members, myself – Therese Mills (Canberra), Deacon Rey (DOJ Melbourne), Jess 

Pryor (DOJ Melbourne), Kate Freeman (DOJ Sydney Nth), Huw Warmenhoven (CSYMA Canberra), 

Catherine Webb (CSYMA Albury/Wodonga(, Brad Vergano (St Bernadette’s Sydney Nth). The team pulled 

together (hardly knowing each other) and were strong and well equipped for Evangelisation having attended 

the APSE School in Canberra earlier this year. The Aussie team worked alongside the Fijian Team (past 

APSE Students) and did a fantastic job on conducting the school.      

As well as the Evangelisation School, the team visited the Suva hospital and 

prayed with patients who had only days or weeks to live, although this was a 

very difficult outreach for some it also ended up being a highlight. 

The team also ministered to about 80 Catechists sharing testimonies and 

praying with them to be empowered in their ministries.  

It was a fantastic time in Fiji and the Spirit moved very powerfully, we look 

forward to working with the Archbishop of Suva and how APSE can help 

equip young people for the work of evangelisation in the Catholic Church in 

Fiji 

Here is Kate Freeman’s (DOJ Sydney Nth) experience: 

Not fully knowing what to expect, as we journeyed from Nadi to Suva (a close to four hour trip) in a small 

mini-van with Fijian locals getting on and off as we crossed their mainland, we took in our surroundings 

and realised just how very different Fiji was from all the resort pictures we see of our friends on their 

Facebook pages. 

We knew that within the ten days of us being in Fiji that we would be running an APSE Training School in 

Suva for different youth leaders and parish representatives from all over the country- something that had 

never taken place before in Fiji. We also knew that we would have the opportunity to really immerse 

ourselves in the beautiful culture and traditions of the Fijian people while we stayed with host families. What 

we didn’t know, or expect, was to be so welcomed into the hearts of the 

people we encountered whether we spent an hour, a day or a week 

with them. After    our first welcome ceremony, where we drank the 

infamous Kava everyone had been warning us about (it wasn’t that 

bad at all, promise!), we already felt totally overwhelmed by the 

welcome the parishioners at Lami Parish gave us. 

For most of us, this was our first cross cultural mission experience.  

We all are quite well travelled and have extended families in different 

places to our own, but in terms of presenting the Gospel message in 

the context of a whole other culture, we were totally out of our depth 



and knew we would be relying on grace the entire time. 

At the APSE school, our main role within our team was to present on basic youth ministry skills and 

concepts to the participants in a way that could be applicable to the culture. Sr Therese and Deacon Rey 

presented lectures on prayer, evangelisation, leadership, vocation of the laity and youth ministry. Through 

dramas, personal testimony and talks we also led the participants into Baptism in the Holy Spirit and it was 

clear that this was a powerful experience. 

The great thing about Fiji is that Catholicism is already a part of their culture. Drums go off in the Parish 

at6am, Noon and 6pm to bring people together to pray the Angelus, daily Mass is a usual and thinking about 

your vocation is a basic part of life. Due to this, the word Evangelisation is barely used in Fiji, and most 

participants had little to no idea of what the word meant. Once they understood the word however, every 

single young person wanted to know everything there was to know about spreading the good news and every 

way that they could do it. 

The ideas of peer-to-peer evangelisation opportunities that the young people of Fiji came up with at the 

APSE School, in order to take back to their parishes, villages and sectors were inspiring and also 

challenged us to think about doing things similarly- this was a usual occurrence as we often wondered how 

it came about that we were supposed to be evangelising us, yet we learned so many invaluable things about 

life, faith and community. 

I was struck after the first night of the APSE school by the way in which 

everything about the Fijian people was authentic. They laughed when 

something was funny, they cried when something was upsetting, and they 

really did try to love without reservation or motive- and they generally 

succeeded. It was because of this authenticity that, we were put to the test in 

terms of the way we presented the Gospel Message. Everything about the 

way we usually would have run an event was stripped back. No 

microphones, no extravagant sound system, no lighting for dramas, limited 

resources. All we had to convey the Gospel message was our faith and every 

ounce of love that we might be able to show these brothers and sisters. 

I don’t know why I personally, was surprised when everything we presented 

over the APSE school was received with totally open hearts. Maybe I was 

just used to “our” way of doing everything with bells and whistles, which, in our Australian context is 

definitely necessary. However I think it’s a deeper perception than that,   I think my faith in the power of the 

Gospel Message spoken with a heart of love for Jesus was limited. Perhaps part of me was sceptical that the 

Gospel Message could be for everyone, of every culture, every age and every history. Well, the little of me 

that did think that has been definitely converted to grasp a bit more fully the way in which Jesus really is for 

everyone, which sounds like a very obvious thing for someone working in Youth Ministry to say, but I think 

sometimes we can forget the importance of our work: that as Christians we are, ultimately, the helpers of the 

Holy Spirit in bringing a new hope to all people.            Kate Freeman (DOJ Sydney North) 

The APSE leadership is currently in dialogue with the 

Archbishop of Suva in how APSE can serve the Church 

in Fiji. In 2014, we will be looking to go back to Fiji 

and possibly other APSE bases (PNG, Darwin, Bali etc), 

as well as holding a School in Canberra. It’s exciting to 

see where the Lord will lead APSE and to continue to 

build it as a training vehicle for youth and leaders in the 

Asia Pacific region. Please think about putting your 

hand up for this important vision in outreaching into the 

Church and the world.  

Many blessings,                                                        

Therese Mills mgl 


