
A Year for Living Dangerously 

S i s t e r s ’   N e w s l e t t e r 

 What would 

happen if we 

completely gave over 

control of our lives into 

God’s hands? The 

answer to this question 

is the greatest 

adventure of our lives. 

We will not really know 

the reason we are alive 

until we risk letting God be totally in charge. 

Have you had times in your life when you knew 

God was leading? These are the most exciting 

and joy filled experiences of being exactly 

who we are made to be. These are moments 

of really living our vocation. 

 

 Every person has a particular personal 

vocation, a task only they can fulfil in this 

world. We all have a very particular way to love 

and give life. When we know our calling, and 

know that with God’s help we are living it out, 

we know a deep joy and contentment that 

nothing else matches. God wants people to 

know the dignity of their own life, the 

particular area of loving in the world that is 

their task and call, so we can trust that we will 

get the clarity we need when we seek it 

(Jeremiah 29:11-13). 

 

 We need to keep refining our 

understanding of our vocation every day, but 

when we are young and making the big life 

vocational choices, we need extra support. In 

this year of Consecrated Life we are hoping to 

help young people be open to wherever God 

may call them. Sometimes, in our human lack of 

trust in God, that seems like a dangerous thing 

to do. I can remember as a young woman 

having a vague fear of being called to religious 
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life, I would have avoided such a message. It 

was God’s love that won my heart. A deep 

personal experience of God’s love for me made 

that fear irrelevant and I wanted whatever God 

wanted for me. I realised God was the source of 

the love I was looking for, that God wanted me 

to dive into the very heart of love, in 

consecrated life, not marriage as I’d imagined. 

Because I’d tasted God’s intimate love for me 

this option became more attractive than 

anything else I’d had in mind. 

 

 This Year of Consecrated life has 

already been a year of many blessings for us 

women in MGL. It seems to me that God is 

making the joy and privilege of this life with 

Him very obvious in our hearts and lives. We’d 

love that to be obvious to others too, and have 

tried to come up with creative ways of letting 

people see into our world. We are having 

“Direction Days” where young women have 

the chance to seek the voice of the Lord and to 

discover the way he may be leading them 

forward. Spy on Us” weekends are a chance to 

let young women see what it’s like from the 

inside. We are also having “Virtual Vigils” 

where anyone, anywhere, can “join us” on a 

particular night to pray for young people and 

vocations. Your name and time go on the 

prayer roster and we know that we are all 

praying together at various times throughout 

the night. (See the back page for dates and 

details of these events.) 

 

 Let’s pray for each other, and especially 

the young ones, that we will desire to live 

“dangerously,” to risk trusting God completely 

with our lives so that we can find, and live fully, 

the adventure God intends for us. 

Judy Bowe 



BRISBANE AND CASINO 

 It was great to kick off the Year of Consecrated Life with a 

trip to Brisbane to speak at a vocations night attended by young adults 

and religious from around the Brisbane.  Mel, Therese and I were 

privileged to be the main speakers at the event organised by Fr 

Morgan Batt and the Vocation Brisbane team, 

 We then headed down to the Casino parish in NSW with Fr 

Chris Eaton MGL and Br Paul Hoare, where we led several events.  We 

had a lot of fun running some mini-retreats 

for the primary and secondary students, 

filled with talks, dramas, songs and games. 

The main event of the mission was the 

parish retreat attended by about 70 people, 

with the theme ‘Breaking Ground, Growing 

Faith.’  We shared talks, Mass, 

reconciliation and times of prayer with 

these most beautiful people of Casino, who 

have become a second family to us over 

the past years.  The mission was a lovely 

opportunity to once again visit Fr Peter 

Slack and see all our friends in Casino!  

Berna Toohey 

ARMIDALE IN COFFS HARBOUR 

 In March, I headed to Coffs Harbour with Deacon Lenin to 

run some retreat sessions with indigenous high-school students from 

Armidale diocese based around the theme of the Stewardship of God’s 

Creation. Our time there began by joining 

the students on a guided tour through 

Dorrigo Rainforest. The sun was shining, 

so it was a great way to really appreciate 

the beauty of all that God has made. 

Once back at the camp centre, we ran 

some sessions that were filled with 

interactive activities, stories, games, 

and opportunities for prayer. The 

young people responded positively—

perhaps my highlight was seeing them 

step beyond their comfort zones to 

perform short dramas for the whole 

group. We concluded by asking them 

to paint a small canvas as a response to their experience of the 

retreat. There sure were some talented artists among them.  

Mel Edwards 

 For me, celebrating my Perpetual Vows 

is my wedding day because it is the 

day where I definitively chose to live 

for Jesus alone – and let me tell you, it 

was the most amazing day of my life, 

filled with so many blessings. You 

might wonder though, how this really 

compares to a wedding between a man 

and a woman. Well… 

 Like any other bride, I have 

looked forward to this day for a long 

time and many of my dreams have come 

true. 

 Like any other bride, I’ve spent time planning, thinking 

about and praying about the details of this day. 

 Like any other bride, I love the one who I have chosen to 

marry more than anything, and I look forward to the adventure  ahead. 

 Like any other bride, all I want is to give the whole of 

myself to the one I love.  

 But there is a difference, because unlike any other bride, 

my groom, Jesus is also in love with you. He is just as interested in 

you, as what he is in me. He loves you, just as much as he loves 

me. This is a truth for every person, no matter what their 

vocation. As a consecrated woman, my desire is that all people would 

discover and grow in this truth so that their lives can be transformed.   

Melanie Edwards  

 When it all boils down to it, the reason why so 

many family and friends made the trek to the Narrabundah 

Church on two consecutive days in February was to hear 

Mel and myself, along with Ayanthi and Kathryn, say a few 

key sentences.  As I was preparing to make my initial vows, 

it started to become apparent just how important these 

few words would be as I would speak them publicly 

before a congregation that would include friends, family 

and a bunch of men and women who have also said these 

words in front of hundreds of people over the last 27 

years. 

 

I vow to live evangelical poverty,  

chastity and obedience in imitation of Jesus… 

I call upon the Holy Spirit to fill me with the fire of God’s love.   

I consecrate myself to the wounded heart of Jesus…  

and I place myself under the mantle of protection of Mary… 

 

 I decided to pray with these words each day leading up to 

my vows, not only so I could speak them clearly (!) but mostly so that 

they would really come from my heart.  It was a beautiful experience 

to say these words and to begin the journey as a vowed sister within 

the MGLs.  The support and encouragement of everyone through their 

attendance, well wishes and prayers over the vows weekend was a big 

incredible blessing.  I truly love our life and can’t wait for what awaits 

me this next stage of my consecrated life with Jesus. 

Berna Toohey 

“ 
” 

The weekend of February 14-15 was one of joyful celebration for the Missionaries of God’s Love 
Sisters., with Melanie celebrating her Perpetual Vows, and Bernadette celebrating her Initial Vows, 
with Kathryn and Ayanthi also making Promises. In this way, all the varying stages of deepening in 
consecration to Jesus and commitment to the MGL sisters were marked – quite fitting for the Year 

of Consecrated Life. Here, Mel and Berna share some reflections of the day… 

MEET AMY! 
 

 Hi. I’m Amy McCabe! I lived on a farm 

till I was 8, and then moved to Perth where my 

family discovered and joined DOJ Community. 

Along with my five other siblings, I was home-

schooled, before studying at a Bible College for 

a year. I then worked and travelled for a year, 

going on mission to Tanzania, camping around 

Ireland, and a pilgrimage to Israel. I’m now 18, 

and as happy as can be with the 

MGL Sisters! I grew up 

encouraged by my parents to be 

open to my vocation, and felt a 

peace and joy from as early as I 

can remember at the thought of 

becoming a sister. When I got 

older I discerned my call, 

questioning what the desire of 

my heart was. I found that I 

longed to give my life completely as a 

bride to the one who gave it so 

completely and passionately to 

me. Inseparably connected to 

love for Jesus is a need to show 

his love to others. MGL’s are all 

about radically loving Jesus and 

others, so it felt pretty natural to 

join them, and now I feel blest and 

at home with my dear welcoming 

loving sisters! 

Amy McCabe 

ON THE ROAD 



Made for Greatness  - Easter in Prison 
 On Holy Saturday, I ran my first half day retreat with the 

young people in detention, thereby following in Pope Francis’ 

footsteps and serving those incarcerated over the Easter Triduum.  

The retreat gave clients the opportunity to explore a popular message 

from Pope Benedict: Do not be  satisfied with mediocrity! The world 

will offer you comfort.  But you were not made for comfort.   You 

were made for greatness! 

 What touched me the most was watching the young people 

re-enact the story of Jesus’ way to the cross.  This powerful message 

was communicated to those present by the gang leader who played 

Jesus, his face revealed to us the sorrows, disappointments, sacrifices 

and regrets which Jesus endured.  As he shouldered the wooden cross 

on his back, it seemed as if he was uniting his own burdens and those 

of his peers to Jesus’ redeeming power. 

 As I finished running the sessions I was asking myself what 

draws these young people to participate in 

church?  Is it because there’s nothing 

else to do on Easter Sunday and they 

are bored?  Is it because computer 

games leave them feeling empty after 

they have exhausted hours of play 

time.  My guess is that they are looking 

for more than entertainment.  My deep 

conviction is that they are craving for a 

place to belong.  It says to me there 

desire for God is alive and real.   This 

longing to connect with the beauty of the 

Risen Lord, who conquers their darkness and has the power 

to take them beyond the prison walls.  

Rachel Fleurant             

Hope, Rain and Joy at Easter 
 This year I had the privilege of coordinating the Light to the 

Nations Easter Pilgrimage (LTTN). It was an exciting but daunting task 

to fill the shoes of the previous co-ordinator Anne Foster. LTTN, 

hosted by Disciples of Jesus drew 930 young people and families from 

all around the nation. We celebrated the Easter Triduum  under a 

massive circus marquee and the grounds of the Appin Scout 

Park become a tent city as hundreds of 

young people camped under the open skies. 

Although it rained throughout the whole 

weekend, spirits were certainly not 

dampened as those who attended had the 

time of their lives even while they trudged 

through mud, stood with umbrellas, and 

jumped puddles.  

 Towards the end of the weekend, a 

young dad came up to me and said, “I thank 

you and the team for what you have done, 

this is my first Light to the Nations and I will be bringing everyone 

I know to the next one, because this is Church”. Having Church, 

being Church and building Church in the middle of the bush, under a 

massive circus marquee is pretty mind blowing, but that’s the creative 

work of the Holy Spirit and evangelisation at its best. 

 The theme of LTTN, taken from Jeremiah 29:11 - “A future 

full of hope’ was certainly alive as I witnessed hundreds of young people 

open their hearts to Jesus for the first time, before dancing and 

praising in the mosh-pit and walking away from LTTN with a profound 

hope in the risen Jesus and a zeal for sharing their faith. This is where I 

find my JOY!                   Therese Mills 

LIGHTS HIGHLIGHTS 
 One of my favourite things about LTTN is that so many 

people are making the Easter journey together.  I loved the 

experience of walking through the Easter Triduum with both new and 

seasoned Catholics alike from all across Australia, because it reminds 

me of what it is to be Church.  Each of us has our individual walk with 

Jesus, but when we come together in liturgy and 

worship we are united in a beautiful way.  As I 

talked with people throughout the week their 

insights, passion, and wisdom helped me to be 

touched by new aspects of the Easter Triduum 

that I may have completely missed otherwise.  I 

was reminded that when we share of ourselves, 

we bring something unique to the Church. 

Kathryn Kingsley 

 A highlight of LTTN was watching my 

community Disciples of Jesus come together to do mission. The 

beauty of my community is that we consist of families, singles, 

religious sisters, brothers, and priests, and I had people telling me 

how inspiring it was to see so many young families and young people 

at this event.  This made me treasure the relationships that are 

formed through the gift of the community. I realised I can share 

resurrection experiences with my community not only at Easter but 

through the every-day experiences like gathering together for praise 

and worship each Sunday, and sharing meals on Tuesdays at the 

Lara's. It also happens when I reconnect with those I have not seen in 

months or years.  God bless community! 

Kelly Ku 

#bestjobever! 
 I have just 

experienced my first 

Holy Week as Assistant 

Director of Catholic 

Youth Parramatta and let 

me tell you - when it is 

Easter in Western Sydney, 

you know it! Parramatta is 

allegedly the biggest 

multicultural diocese in 

Australia and youth from all 

cultures came out in great numbers for our Holy Week events. On 

Palm Sunday over 1200 people celebrated Local WYD with a very 

public and joyous procession of palms through the streets of 

Parramatta, culminating in a standing-room only Mass in St Patrick’s 

Cathedral.  

 And then on Good Friday, over 1100 young people from all 

cultures and areas in the diocese walked through the night from 

Blacktown to Parramatta – around 21km! It rained steadily for the 

8hrs we walked, but that didn’t dampen the fire of love growing in 

these young hearts. I had some great conversations with many of my 

fellow pilgrims and listened to them express how their discomfort 

didn’t compare with what Jesus suffered. Instead of the whinging 

you’d expect of cold, tired and wet young people, they spoke of a deep 

desire to express their gratitude for what he had done for them.  

 So while it is wonderful to report great numbers are coming 

to our youth events (because I look kind of successful!), the real joy 

lies in knowing they present to our sceptical world evidence that 

young Catholics desire to do noble and courageous things for Jesus. 

And that makes for deeply inspiring work! #bestjobever! 

Rosie Drum 

Celebrating the 

Risen Lord 



WHAT DO SISTERS DO?? 

People often ask us: What do you do? Or, 

What is your charism? My current little 

nutshell reply is something like this: We are 

called to be contemplative, charismatic 

evangelists reaching out especially to the 

young, the marginalised and the unchurched. 

 The response is usually a stunned 

blink, followed by a “What does that mean?” 

What strikes me more as time goes on is the 

realization that the Spirit’s stirring in 1985 

took  hold of our hearts in a new way to weave 

together strands of religious life, baptize us in 

the  Holy Spirit and shape a new impetus for 

evangelisation.  

 As Francis of Assisi went into the 

market squares and the homes of ordinary 

people bringing the Good News of God’s saving 

love,  a  dramatic and radical new wave of 

evangelisation in his age, God is doing 

something similar with us in MGL. 

 Across every season of my life, even 

in the midst of sickness, I know myself to have 

been Baptized in the Spirit to be a joyful 

proclaimer of the Good News in the highways 

and byways of our world, sharing the 

consolation and tenderness of God with 

enthusiasm, vigour and joy.  

Patti Jo Crockett 

MORE LIGHTS HIGHLIGHTS 

 I was one of the sacristans – a role 

that helped me to discover a new way of taking 

part in the death and resurrection of Christ, our 

Lord. Preparing all that was needed for the 

liturgies might sound easy, but it was a bit 

stressful. However, I found that the stress did 

not matter because in my prayer I realised that 

Holy Week is a week of the Lord. This helped 

me to surrender all that came up, whether 

good or bad, to my saviour. Before his last 

breath, Jesus said ‘it is finished.’ Yes, death is 

finished and life forever in God begins.  

 Julie Ann Adlawan 

 

LTTN was an 

awesome 

experience of 

entering into 

the Paschal 

Mystery of 

our Lord 

Jesus with 

multitudes of people. I really liked coming to 

the Lord with hundreds of people because that 

had been my experience in Sri Lanka where my 

parish has approximately 5000 families. This 

gave me a sense of “I have gone home for 

Easter.” Singing in the choir with many young 

people, helping with merchandise and being a 

sharing group leader provided an  opportunity 

to get to know wonderful people who are on 

fire for God and also to share my testimony. 

Ayanthi Perera 
We are now blogging 

Check out          www.mglsisters.wordpress.com 

Donations can be made via direct deposit or cheque:  

       Commonwealth Bank 

       Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters 

       BSB:   062-913 

       ACC:   1032 2059  

 

Please find enclosed my donation of $....................................... 

 

NAME:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……… 

 

ADDRESS:…………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………..…….      POST CODE:.………………………. 

 

EMAIL:……………………………………………….…………..….      PHONE:………………………..……...……. 

Canberra 

3 Karney St 

KAMBAH ACT 2902 

p: (02) 6166 6941  

e: mglsisters@gmail.com 

Melbourne 

6 Dunstan Street 

NORTH BALWYN VIC 3104 

p. (03) 9857 8177 

e: mgl.srsmelb@iinet.net.au 

Sydney 

11 Torbert Ave 

QUAKERS HILL NSW 2763 

p: (02) 9626 8382 

Contact Us 
www.mglsisters.org   

 MISSIONARIES OF GOD’S LOVE SISTERS  

 STARTING ANEW WITH JESUS  


